IN TOUCH NEWSLETTER

DICK WHITTINGTON

What a fantastic term it has been! It is always a pleasure at Christmas time to watch the
Early Years and Key Stage 1 nativity performances—indeed, there is no better way to start
the Christmas season. It is particularly special to watch the children in Reception, performing
on the stage so confidently in front of a packed hall, and to reflect on how far they have
come since starting school in September. They have achieved so much in such a short time.
Well done them! All the staff here at Fressingfield Primary School wish you a very merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

THE CHRISTMAS FAIR

We’re really looking forward to watching
Dick Whittington at the Diss Corn
Exchange. Last year’s panto was
fantastically good fun and we can’t wait
to go again. We are still waiting for
permission for several children, so please
log onto SchoolMoney or email the office
to let us know that your child will be
joining us.

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY
This Friday 14th December, which is the same
day as the Christmas Dinner and the Christmas
Fair, is also Christmas Jumper Day. For a small
donation we invite you all to come dressed in
your favourite Christmas Jumper in order to
raise money for Save the Children.

CHRISTMAS TURKEYS
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

A big thank you to the Hunters at Yew
Tree Farm who have once again very
generously donated the delicious
turkeys we will be eating on Friday for
our Christmas Dinner.

At 1.30pm on Tuesday 18th December, the
whole school will be walking to the church
for a Christingle Service. This promises to be
a delightful affair with carols, candles,
Christmas messages and some wonderful
songs from Mrs Clark’s Choir.

Last Day of Term for pupils is
Wednesday 19th December 2018
First Day of Term for pupils is
Friday 4th January 2019

WILDLIFE AREA
Please put Saturday 9th February into your
diaries as we will need a large team of
helpers to help us create our wildlife area.
We will need help to line the pond, dig in
the fencing, plant a hedge, pollard the
willows and build a decking area.

Remember to join us on Friday at 3.15pm
for the Christmas Fair. There will be stalls
with things to buy, games to play and the
choir will entertain you too. Best of all, you
can visit Santa in his grotto and let him
know just how good you have been this
year! Please collect your children from
their classes in the normal way before
going to the fair in the hall. Thank you.

A huge THANK YOU to everyone
who has volunteered to help our
school this term. Our children have
greatly benefitted from your time
and support.

LIBRARY NEWS

Collection boxes will be coming home on
We would like to say thank you to Mrs
Friday 12th December for any donation you Johnson and Mrs Mallet who have worked
may wish to contribute towards
tirelessly this term to update, organise and
The Children’s Society charity. The boxes are run our school library. We are enormously
to be return by Tuesday 18th.
grateful to them, as we would not be able
to run the lending library without their
We will also present the termly achievement
help.
cups. If you would like to join us, please
gather at the school to walk down with us, We are grateful too, to all those who have
or meet us at the church.
donated books for the lending library—we

CAROL SERVICE

Mr Taylor says that he was hugely impressed
with all those that sang for Fressingfield as
If you have any specific gardening, building
part of the Pyramid Carol Service. So, well
of carpentry skills, we could really use your
done children, and thanks again to Mrs Clark
skills. Similarly, if you know how to make the
for all the time and energy she put into
perfect bacon sandwich, or the best-ever
helping them prepare.
cuppa, or if you are just a willing volunteer
happy to lend a hand, we promise we will be
able to keep you busy!

are super impressed with the quality and
quantity of the books you have given us
and promise to love and cherish them as
much as you did.

COUGH SWEETS

We know that many of you are suffering
with coughs, snotty noses and sore throats
at the moment, and we hope you all get
better in time for a healthy Christmas
holiday. However, please treat all cough
Please remember that only plain stud earrings sweets as medicines and make sure they
are handed into the office at the start of
can be worn at school, and that children must be
the day; we need to supervise the taking of
able to take these out and put them back in
them, and make sure they don’t end up in
independently in order to take part in PE lesthe wrong mouths!

EARRINGS

Our school value this
term is peace.

11th December 2018

FIRST WORLD WAR REMEMBRANCE EVENT—8th NOVEMBER 2018
Here is the article that appeared recently in the Sixth Sense magazine for those that missed it.

Children at Fressingfield Primary School have been learning about the First World War this term to coincide with the
centenary of the signing of the armistice at 11am on the 11th November 1918. This culminated on 8th November in
their participation in the ‘Remembering War, Praying for Peace’ commemoration, a Suffolk-wide event, organised by
the Royal British Legion to remember all the servicemen killed during the war and buried in Suffolk churchyards.
There are three soldiers buried at St Peter and St Paul’s Church – Pte Herbert
Vincent, Pte James Rumsby and Deckhand John White. The children learnt about
each of them and laid poppy wreathes at their graves. Three children – Jacob,
Sam and Jessica – also read about how members of their own families had been
affected by the war, following research conducted as part of their homework.
Jessica explained that her great, great uncle Charles Mayhew died of TB
contracted whilst serving on the Western Front as a driver for the Royal Artillery.
As part of the service, every child in Key Stage 2 laid a hand-sewn felt heart on the altar of the church, similar to those
sewn by injured servicemen to send to their loved-ones at home. For this project – called 100 Hearts for 100 Years the children were supported by Mrs Lindsey and other members of the Fressingfield Craft Club, who also created
hearts of their own and which now decorate the pulpit in a beautiful tribute to those who sacrificed their lives.

At school, the children have been learning about the First World War throughout the term. They wrote newspaper
reports about the murder of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the event which catapulted Europe into war, and are now
writing diary entries about life in the trenches. They were also visited by Mr B Stephenson who kindly brought in his
collection of WW1 memorabilia, including a machine gun.
The children also retold the story of ‘The Great War’ by creating a quilt in the
style of Harriet Powers, a African-American artist who was born a slave in the
19th Century and who used her quilts to tell Bible Stories and stories of slavery.
This project, which was linked to Black History Month, has created a powerful
and moving tribute to the fallen and is on display in the school atrium.

It has been an honour to participate in the village’s commemoration events this term; the children have found the
topic interesting and inspiring and have been deeply moved by the sacrifice made by people in this village to
safeguard their futures.

