                           The Bronze Age


Facts
The Bronze Age refers to a period of time during which the predominant (also means main) metal employed by a culture was bronze. It usually succeeds the Stone Age and the Copper Age and is followed to the Iron Age. The Bronze Age starts and ends c. 3500 to 1000 b.c but it is onset occurred at different times in different parts of the world. During this period, progress sprang up in Egypt, Hwang Ho Valley in China, on the Aegean Islands of the Mediterranean, and in the Indus Valley. People learnt to grow crops and domesticate animals, so no longer needed to move to find food. This gave them more time to learn how to use metals. Bronze was formed by melting copper and tin together they found this was harder and last longer than the other metals. They used it to make weapons and ornaments and luxury items like jewellery. 


Writing and the wheel
The earliest form of writing was called cuneiform started during the Bronze Age. It was invented by the sumeriams. Sumerians where first to make the wheel, wheels where used on wagons and war chariots, and to make pottery.

More Facts 
Like the Stone Age the Bronze Age is where the people made tools except they where made of Bronze. Some things that the Bronze Age people made are still here today.

What does Bronze feel like?
Bronze is a fairly soft piece of metal. But after melted tin is added it is much harder. Copper was good for carving and decorating things with and a handy tool for other things. Amazingly not all the world had Copper and tin.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Here is the time line of the Bronze Age:[image: ]
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THE BRONZE AGE refers to a period of time during
which the predominant metal employed by a culture was
bronze. It usually succeeds the Stone Age and the Copper
Age and is followed by the Iron Age. The Bronze Age
spans c. 3500 to 1000 B.c. but its onset occurred at
different times in different parts of the world. During this
period, civilizations sprang up in Egypt, Mesopotamia, the
Hwang Ho Valley in China, on the Aegean Islands of the
Mediterranean, and in the Indus Valley. People learnt to
grow crops and domesticate animals, so they no longer
needed to move to find food. This allowed communities
more time to learn how to use metals. Bronze was formed
by melting copper and tin together and was found to be

: harder and longer lasting than
other metals. It was used to
make weapons and ornaments,
sometimes by pouring hot
molten bronze into moulds, for

MESOPOTAMIA

One of the earliest
Bronze Age civilisations
began in Mesopotamia,

a plain lying between the
Tigris and Euphrates
rivers. Its fertile land was
farmed by the Sumerians,
Assyrians, and Akkadians.

AEGEAN CIVILIZATIONS
The rise of the Aegean civilizations
coincided with the start of
bronzeworking in the region.

Several important cultures arose
during the Aegean Bronze Age
(c. 3000 to 1100 B.C.): chiefly the

example to make metal pins, or
by being heated and beaten into
shape. Metalworkers also used

Cycladic, Minoan, Mycenaean, and
Trojan cultures. People became
highly skilled in architecture,
painting, and other crafts.
Metalworkers used bronze
to make weapons, such as this
Mycenaean dagger blade (right)
and tools for everyday use such as
axes, adzes, and tweezers. People
were often buried with a variety
of valuable bronze weapons,
household utensils, or ornaments.
The Aegean people produced
bronze objects in great quantity.

gold and copper for luxury items
such as jewellery.

SHANG DYNASTY
The Bronze Age coincided with
the rise of the Shang dynast
(c. 1650 to 1027 B.C.), which was
located in the Hwang Ho Valles
in China. Its Bronze Age lasted
from 1500 to 1000 B.C.. Shang
techniques for metalworking and
writing spread throughout the
area. Most bronze vessels (such as
the ritual water vessel shown below
were made for use in religious
ceremonies. Bronze was also used to
make weapons and chariot fittings
for soldiers of the great
Shang armies. 4

THE MYCENAEANS
The city of Mycenae was ruled by the legendary king
Agamemnon, whose remains were found wearing the gold
funeral mask shown right. Mycenae was famous for its grand
palace, walled fortress, and the beehive-shaped tombs where
kings were buried. The Mycenaeans were wealthy and powerful,
and dominated the Aegean region from 1450 B.C. onwards.

WRITING

AND THE WHEEL
The earliest form of writing,
called cuneiform, emerged
during the Bronze Age. It was
invented by the Sumerians, who

Find out more

also made the first wheels. ASSYRIANS
Wheels were used on wagons and BAB&?;\‘SIANS

war chariots, and to make pottery.
The chariot shown left is from
the city of Ur and is being pulled
into battle by wild asses.
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