COLLAGE 2    FOLDING AND CUTTING CIRCLES
ACTIVITY    CREATING COLLAGE PICTURES USING CIRCLES

FOCUS    SHAPE

RESOURCES    
Coloured papers, gummed papers, scissors, glue, circle templates (lids, plastic 2-D shapes), pencils.

TECHNIQUE    
Talk about shapes and their properties, with particular reference to circles. Talk about relative sizes (bigger, smaller, same).

Draw around a circular shape on paper and carefully cut it out by following the pencil line with the scissors. Show how, by folding in half, a new shape can be made – semi-circle. By continued folding you can create segments.
Demonstrate how, by cutting and folding variously sized circles and sticking them onto a background, recognisable pictures can be created.

Remind the children that they should glue the shape and not the backing paper.

POINTS TO DISCUSS    
Could the children add to their pictures ? Other media such as buttons, sequins, feathers etc can enhance a picture as can hole-punched circles for eyes.
How could they better represent specific features ie. fur or scales ? They could use textured and patterned papers rather than plain.

Can they just cut away parts of a circle to create an object ? A flower is the easiest to do.

WHAT ABOUT……..

Asking the children to create a group, themed picture eg. under the sea, birds etc.

Exploring the holes created when the circles were cut out – could these be used to add to the picture or can another picture/pattern be created from them ? This encourages future careful cutting out as the children should be guided into realising that excess pieces are valuable in their own right.
Investigating other shapes – can squares be used in a similar way to circles ?

LINKS TO OTHER ARTISTS

Matisse – in his later years used simple shapes to create collaged designs.

Ed Emberley – has written a series of books showing how simple shapes can be used to create recognisable pictures/images.

LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS

Numeracy – Shapes and their properties. Size.

