COLLAGE 3    FOLDING AND CUTTING STRIPS
ACTIVITY    FOLDING STRIPS OF COLOURED PAPER AND CUTTING REPEATING              PATTERNS
FOCUS    SHAPE AND PATTERN
RESOURCES    
Pre-cut strips of paper 5cm wide(selection of papers/colours), A5 backing card (black/white), scissors, glue, thin (5mm) strips for tassels & hole punch.  
TECHNIQUE    
Demonstrate how to carefully fold the paper in half, end to end. Fold it again so that the strip has been folded into quarters. Show how to cut simple shapes from the edges of the folded strip – triangles, semi-circles etc. Open the strip out to show the resulting patterns. Talk about the same shapes appearing at different places along the strip – repeats. Why has this happened?
The children should choose a coloured strip and do the same. They repeat the process until they have enough cut/patterned strips to cover an A5 piece of card. They can choose whether to set their strips across the width (portrait) or along the length (landscape). The backing card should show through the cut parts adding to the overall design. Once happy with their arrangement the children should glue the strips down. Any overlaps at the edges can be trimmed.

What does the piece remind them of? Wallpaper, wrapping paper, a carpet – a magic carpet? If the latter is suggested then the ends of the piece can be hole-punched and thin strips can be knotted in to represent tassels.

POINTS TO DISCUSS

What would happen if we folded the strips three times? More repeats but harder to cut.

Could the strips be folded in a different way? Fold across the width. Do we get different patterns?

Can the two folds be combined?

What if we cut exactly the same patterns on strips of two different colours? We would get a regular, repeating pattern that could be arranged as alternate stripes.

WHAT ABOUT……..

Asking the children to look for designs/patterns from other cultures. Can these be used in a design?

Are their repeating shapes and patterns in the school environment that could be used? Fences, rooflines, playground markings.
Keeping a look out for interesting borders in books, on fabrics, on carpets and sketching them for future reference (or to display alongside the finished pieces).

LINKS TO OTHER ARTISTS

Hand woven rugs – Persian, Afghan, Kashmir.

Kaffe Fasset 

LINKS TO OTHER AREAS OF THE CURRICULUM

Numeracy – Shape and pattern. 

Literacy – Arabian stories (Aladdin, Ali Baba etc). If the magic carpet were real/larger, where would they fly to ?
Geography/History – Compare to real rugs/carpets – peoples who made/make them (see artist links).
