COLLAGE 5    TWISTING, CURLING, FOLDING, COILING PAPER
ACTIVITY    INVESTIGATING & EXPLORING WAYS OF MANIPULATING PAPER
FOCUS    SHAPE, PATTERN, TEXTURE
RESOURCES    
Strips of paper (pre-cut) – different lengths/widths, various colours and types of paper. A larger piece of card (A4/A3) as a support, scissors, glue.
TECHNIQUE    
Talk about the different ways in which the shape of the paper can be changed. Pass a strip of paper around and invite succeeding children to alter it in a different way. If a specific technique does not feature then demonstrate it (fold – zig zag, coil, twist etc.) Show how to curl a strip of paper using scissors (a safer way is to lay a strip flat on the table, press a pencil onto it about 2cm from the end and then pull it through). Show how to coil a strip around a pencil. Show how to concertina-fold a strip of paper.
Encourage the children to dry assemble a collection of altered strips onto their piece of card. They can create a pattern or a pictorial representation. Other supports could be used, ie. paper plates, shapes other than rectangles/squares. Show that strips can be placed in a variety of ways, flat, on edge, with just one area fixed down etc.
Once the child is happy with their design then they can glue it down. 

POINTS TO DISCUSS    
Guide the children into noticing that similar alterations to different papers give different end results. Talk about how certain shapes resemble particular objects or features – curled strips of blue/green/white can easily be positioned to represent sea, a river etc. 
WHAT ABOUT……..
Asking the children to make a collage using only one technique ie. curling or zig zags. Seeing if they can make a collage using different techniques and different papers but where all strips are the same colour? Asking the children to decorate a 3-D object ie. a box, a vase (a simple cylinder made to hold paper tissue flowers).
Introducing the children to quilling – a whole craft in its own right. A simple quilling tool can be made from a length (10cm) of dowel (5mm diam.) with a slot cut into one end along the length. Strips for quilling can easily be made using a paper shredder.
LINKS TO OTHER ARTISTS

Look at folk art from other cultures where boxes and other objects are decorated with shaped papers.
LINKS TO OTHER AREAS OF THE CURRICULUM

Numeracy – Shape, pattern. The children could also explore mobius strips.

Literacy – imperative verbs. 
PE – a piece of artwork could be produced to show a sequence of movements performed by a gymnast. 
Music – a piece of music could be represented by a series of curled, folded, twisted and coiled strips – even in so far as being mounted on a support made to look like staves. 

