COLLAGE 4    USING ‘FOUND’ MATERIALS
ACTIVITY    CREATING A COLLAGE DESIGN USING NATURAL/MAN-MADE MATERIALS EITHER ON PAPER/CARD OR IN THE ENVIRONMENT
FOCUS    SHAPE, PATTERN, TEXTURE
RESOURCES    
Any suitable materials that can either be collected/gathered from the local environment or found within the ‘household’. The ‘backing’ can be natural (ie. the ground !) or paper/card/hessian etc. Scissors, glue, string, tape etc. as necessary.
TECHNIQUE    
This activity can be done indoors or, weather permitting, outside. Show the children the available materials and elicit suggestions as to possible uses. Use the visual references to stimulate thoughts and ideas. The children should be allowed freedom to explore the possibilities without feeling constrained by ‘expected’ outcomes. They should be encouraged to ‘dry’ assemble the piece – that is, without fixing anything down. This allows for changes of mind, alterations of position etc.
If this activity is taking place indoors the children may need to be shown techniques suitable for attaching specific materials to the chosen backing. PVA glue will attach most things although time should be allowed for it to dry sufficiently to hold. String/thread is an alternative that could add texture/interest to  piece.
If this activity is taking place outdoors, do the pieces need to be fixed ? A photograph could be taken as a record of the piece and be mounted and displayed as ‘normal’. It may be that a piece is better taken apart after being photographed to avoid the possibility of harming wildlife. Another reason for not fixing a piece is so that nature can affect it – over the course of time a piece may change according to the weather or actions of wildlife – this can often have interesting results.

The children may not assemble a specific piece, preferring to ‘group’ materials in a particular way, according to colour, shape, size, texture. If possible a series of photos could be taken to show the progression of the piece. 
This activity is very closely linked to sculpture, especially if the piece assumes a 3-D aspect.

POINTS TO DISCUSS   
 Is it collage or sculpture ? What would you call a pattern/picture made of leaves stuck on paper ? What if the same picture/pattern was laid on the ground ? Does it matter if the piece can’t be ‘labelled’ ? 
WHAT ABOUT…….. 
Asking the children to bring materials in from home. A collection of objects other than commercial items could encourage more investigative/imaginative art – a jar of buttons, a collection of corks, cotton reels etc. 
LINKS TO OTHER ARTISTS

Andy Goldsworthy – creates environmental collages/sculptures.
Arcimboldo – created portraits from everyday objects/fruits !

LINKS TO OTHER AREAS OF THE CURRICULUM.

Science – Materials (man-made/natural).

Literacy – 
Numeracy – size, shape, mass.

Geography – indigenous peoples used locally available materials to create artwork – Inuit, aboriginal.

History – Prisoner’s/sailor’s often used ‘found’ materials to make pieces – scrimshaw.
