COLLAGE 1      WORKING WITH PAPER
ACTIVITY    CUTTING AND TEARING PAPER TO USE TO MAKE COLLAGE
FOCUS        COLOUR AND SHAPE
RESOURCES      
Coloured papers, wrapping papers, newsprint, scissors, glue, paper for background

TECHNIQUE      
Choose a theme eg a face, pieces of fruit, flowers etc
Collect together different types and colours of   papers that would be suitable to make the collage with.  Try to use a variety of different types of papers with textures and small patterns eg marbled type patterns if you have them, as well as plain.  Sheets of “textured papers” can be created beforehand by sponging or washing over with colours.  Try this on paper with text – newsprint, which can look really effective or sheet music paper.

Experiment with a colour.  With different papers of one colour, pupils cut and tear paper pieces and then try to arrange them to make a shape eg an apple or head shape for a face.  Arrange the pieces of paper close together and overlap them.
Once the paper pieces are in place and look effective then glue them down.

Now look at other parts that you could add to the picture.  If, for instance you were working with fruit then  make some other pieces of fruit that could be added to the composition using other colours, or look at the features of the face.

POINTS TO DISCUSS COULD INCLUDE

Working with different papers that all have the same colour, some are darker, some are lighter, some are patterned, some are plain – how could all these pieces be used – where would you use the lightest colours, where would you use the darkest?

Arranging the pieces of paper close together to create “one shape”

Experimenting with cutting and tearing….how do the edges of the paper then differ? How could you then use these effects in your collage?

Try different arrangements before the work is glued to the background.

WHAT ABOUT……..

Working on group collages.  In a group make all the pieces up to make the fruit bowl.

In groups make a garden of different flowers.

Make crazy creatures.  Look at animals and insects for inspiration

Look at tropical fish.

LINKS TO THE WORK OF OTHER ARTISTS

Amanda Pearce

Kurt Schwitters

LINKS TO OTHER AREAS OF THE CURRICULUM

Science - Plants and Animals
Science – Light and Dark.  Experiment with light and dark papers.  An image need not necessarily be created but abstract or pattern work could be completed with different types of papers.
Design /Technology – Fruits and vegetables

Geography – The Seaside.  Use items from the seaside eg shells as a theme.

History – Fire of London.  Use the flames, the colours and patterns found in the flames to create a ‘fire’ picture.

