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At Fressingfield Primary School, we believe reading is the key that unlocks the door to all future learning. The more children read, the better they tend to
achieve; and this has a huge, knock-on, positive impact on their confidence, self-esteem and life-chances.
We encourage all pupils to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction genres so that: they develop a love of reading; benefit from the cultural capital stories
provide; become familiar with the rich language of storytelling; learn more about the world around them and their place within it; fire their imaginations and
spark their creativity; and build solid foundations for a life-time of learning.
We know that an appreciation and love of reading supports children to gain knowledge across the curriculum. We aim to teach reading skills explicitly,
sequentially and systematically in order to help them develop both the mechanical, decoding skills and the comprehension skills they need to access ever more
complex texts. It is our intention to ensure that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently and with confidence, so that they can
fully access the learning at high school.

EYFS

Reception
Early Learning Goals

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3&4

Year 5&6

Decoding

Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.

Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made
up of letter-sound correspondences.

Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say
sounds for them.

Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known
letter-sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few
exception words.

Read a few common exception words matched to the
school’s phonic programme.

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.

Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent
with their phonic knowledge, including some common
exception words

To read some common irregular words.

eapply phonic knowledge to
decode words

espeedily read all 40+
letters/groups for 40+
phonemes

eread accurately by blending
taught GPC

eread common exception
words

eread common suffixes (-s, -
es, -ing, -ed, etc.)

eread multisyllable words
containing taught GPCs
eread contractions and
understanding use of
apostrophe

eread aloud phonically-
decodable texts

*secure phonic decoding until
reading is fluent

*read accurately by blending,
including alternative sounds
for graphemes

*read multisyllable words
containing these graphemes
*read common suffixes

*read exception words, noting
unusual correspondances
*read most words quickly &
accurately without overt
sounding and blending

*apply their growing
knowledge of root words,
prefixes and suffixes, both to
read aloud and to understand
the meaning of new words
they meet

*read further exception
words, noting the unusual
correspondences between
spelling and sound, and where
these occur in the word

*apply their growing
knowledge of root words,
prefixes and suffixes
(morphology and etymology),
both to read aloud and to
understand the meaning of
new words that they meet




Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short
words made up of letter-sound correspondences.
Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words
with known letter-sound correspondences and, where
necessary, a few exception words.

Re-read books to build up their confidence in word
reading, their fluency and their understanding and
enjoyment.

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are

To accurately read texts that
are consistent with their
developing phonic
knowledge, that do not
require them to use other
strategies to work out words.

To reread texts to build
up fluency and
confidenceinword
reading.

To read aloud books
(closely matched to
their improving phonic
knowledge), sounding out
unfamiliar
words accurately,
automatically and
without undue
hesitation.

To reread these
books to build up
fluency and

confidence in word reading.

To read words accurately
and fluently without overt

Atthisstage, teaching
comprehension skills
should be taking
precedence overteaching
wordreadingand fluency
specifically. Any focus on
word reading should
support the development
of vocabulary.

Atthisstage, teaching
comprehension skills should be
taking precedence over
teachingwordreadingand
fluency specifically. Any focus
on word reading should
support the development of
vocabulary.
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Poetry & Performance

Sing a large repertoire of songs.

Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be
able to tell a long story.

Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent
something else even though they are not similar.

Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment
like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses, etc.

Remember and sing entire songs.

Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down and
down and up) of familiar songs.

Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they
know.

Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch
and following the melody.

Develop storylines in their pretend play.

Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in
narratives and stories.

Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with their peers
and their teacher.

Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when
appropriate) try to move in time to music.

*learning to appreciate
rhymes and poems, and to
recite some by heart

*continuing to build up a
repertoire of poems learnt by
heart, appreciating these and
reciting some, with
appropriate intonation to
make the meaning clear

*preparing poems and play
scripts to read aloud and to
perform, showing
understanding through
intonation, tone, volume and
action

*recognising some different
forms of poetry

*learning a wider range of
poetry by heart

preparing poems and plays to
read aloud and to perform,
showing understanding
through intonation, tone and
volume so that the meaning is
clear to an audience

Word meanings

Use a wider range of vocabulary.

Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new
vocabulary.

Learn new vocabulary.
Use new vocabulary throughout the day.
Use new vocabulary in different contexts.

Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary
during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and
poems and during role play.

*discussing word meanings,
linking new meanings to those
already known

*discussing and clarifying the
meanings of words, linking
new meanings to known
vocabulary

*discussing their favourite
words and phrases

*using dictionaries to check
the meaning of words that
they have read




*drawing on what they
already know or on
background information and
vocabulary provided by the
teacher

*checking that the text makes
sense to them as they read
and correcting inaccurate

*discussing the sequence of
events in books and how items
of information are related
*drawing on what they
already know or on
background information and
vocabulary provided by the
teacher

*checking that the text makes
sense to them, discussing their
understanding and explaining
the meaning of words in
context

*asking questions to improve
their understanding of a text
*identifying main ideas drawn

* checking that the book
makes sense to them,
discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of
words in context

*asking questions to improve
their understanding
*summarising the main ideas
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Discussing reading

Compare and contrast characters from stories, including
figures from the past.

Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and
understanding.

Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a
deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with
relevant questions, comments and actions when being
read to and during whole class discussions and small
group interactions.

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them
by retelling stories and narratives using their own words
and recently introduced vocabulary

*participate in discussion
about what is read to them,
taking turns and listening to
what others say

*explain clearly their
understanding of what is read
to them

*participate in discussion
about books, poems & other
works that are read to them &
those that they can read for
themselves, taking turns and
listening to what others say
*explain and discuss their
understanding of books,
poems and other material,
both those that they listen to
and those that they read for
themselves

*participate in discussion
about both books that are
read to them and those they
can read for themselves,
taking turns and listening to
what others say

*recommending books that
they have read to their peers,
giving reasons for their choices
*participate in discussions
about books, building on their
own and others’ ideas and
challenging views courteously
*explain and discuss their
understanding of what they
have read, including through
formal presentations and
debates, *provide reasoned
justifications for their views




