
THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO BOOKS 

EVERYONE SHOULD READ 

YEAR 3 

This is a list of great books that we think everyone should read before leaving Year 3. They are guaranteed to spark your 

imagination and entertain you. But don’t take our word for it – read them yourself and write a review.   

If you have already read any of these books you can start to review them right away. Earn certificates as you go: 

10 books – The Page-Turner Reading Certificate 

20 books – The Well-Read Reader Certificate 

30 books – The Ace Reading Certificate 

40 books – The Diamond Award for Fantastic Reading 

 

TITLE COVER AUTHOR REVIEW TICK 
WHEN 
READ 

Beast Quest 

 

Adam Blade   

The Boy Who 
Grew 
Dragons 

 

Andy Shepherd   

Varjak Paw 

 

S F Said   

Dog Man 

 

Dav Pilkey   

King Kong 

 

Anthony Browne   

Leon and the 
Place 
Between 

 

Angela McAllister and Grahame 
Baker-Smith 

  

 



The 
Abomnibles 

 

Eva Ibbotson   

Ice Palace 

 

Robert Swindles   

Voices in the 
Park 

 

Anthony Browne   

Mufaro’s 
Beautiful 
Daughters: 
An African 
Tale  

John Steptoe   

The World 
According to 
Humphrey 

 

Betty G Birney   

Kid Normal 

 

Greg James   

Harry the 
Poisonous 
Centipede 

 

Lynne Reid Banks   

Dilly the 
Dinosaur 

 

Tony Bradman   

At Our 
House 

 

Isabel Minhos Martins   

Storyworlds: 
A Moment in 
Time: A 
Perpetual 
Picture Atlas  

Thomas Hegbrook   



The Invisible 
Boy 

 

Trudy Ludwig   

The Secret 
World of 
Polly Flint 

 

Helen Cresswell   

The 
Accidental 
Prime 
Minister 

 

Tom McLaughlin   

Fantastic Mr 
Fox 

 

Roald Dahl   

Wilf the 
Mighty 
Worrier 
Saves the 
World  

Georgia Pritchett   

Dog in the 
Dungeon 

 

Lucy Daniels   

Willa and 
Old Miss 
Annie 

 

Berlie Doherty   

My Naughty 
Little Sister 

 

Dorothy Edwards   

Picasso 
Perkins 

 

Adele Geras   

The 
Reluctant 
Dragon 

 

Kenneth Grahame   



The Charlie 
Moon 
Collection 

 

Shirley Hughes   

All Because 
Of Jackson 

 

Dick King-Smith   

The Orchard 
Book of First 
Greek Myths 

 

Saviour Pirotta   

Winnie the 
Pooh 
Collection 

 

A A Milne   

Mrs 
Pepperpot 
Stories 

 

Alf Proysen   

Mrs Cockle’s 
Cat 

 

Philippa Pearce   

Unusual Day 

 

Sandi Toksvig   

The Owl 
Who Was 
Afraid of the 
Dark 

 

Jill Tomlinson   

Pippi 
Longstocking 

 

Astrid Lindgren   

The True 
Story of the 
Three Little 
Pigs 

 

Jon Scieszka   



Knights and 
Bikes 

 

Gabrielle Kent   

It Was A 
Dark And 
Stormy Night 

 

Janet and Allan Ahlberg   

The Railway 
Cat 

 

Phyllis Arkle   

The Giving 
Tree 

 

Shel Silverstien   

El Deafo 

 

Cece Bell   

Runaway 
Robot 

 

Frank Cottrell Boyce   

Me and 
Mister P 

 

Maria Farrer   

The Boy Who 
Grew 
Dragons 

 

Andy Shaphard   

Wed Wabbit 

 

Lissa Evans   



Me and My 
Fear 

 

Francesca Simon   

The Big Ugly 
Monster and 
the Little 
Stone Rabbit 

 

Chris Wormell   

A Boy and A 
Jaguar 

 

Alan Rabinowitz   

We Move 
Together 

 

Kelly Fritsch   

Amy Wu and 
the Perfect 
Bao 

 

Kat Zhang   

The Girl Who 
Thought In 
Pictures 

 

Julie Finlay Mosca   

The Proudest 
Blue 

 

Ibtihaj Muhammed   

The Field 

 

Baptiste Paul   

Greta and 
the Giants  

 

Zoe Tucker   

 


