
THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO BOOKS 

EVERYONE SHOULD READ 

YEAR 4 
This is a list of  great books we think every child should read before finishing Year 4. They are guaranteed to spark your 

imagination and entertain you. But don’t take our word for it – read them yourself and write a review.   

If you have already read any of these books you can start to review them right away. Earn certificates as you go: 

10 books – The Page-Turner Reading Certificate 

20 books – The Well-Read Reader Certificate 

30 books – The Ace Reading Certificate 

40 books – The Diamond Award for Fantastic Reading 

 

TITLE COVER AUTHOR REVIEW TICK 
WHEN 
READ 

Max and the 
Millions 

 

Ross 
Montgomery 

  

Desirable 

 

Frank 
Cottrell 
Boyce 

  

My Brother is 
a Superhero 

 

David 
Solomons 

  

There Is A 
Werewolf In 
My Tent 

 

Pamela 
Butchart 

  

The 13-Storey 
Treehouse 

 

Andy 
Griffiths 

  

Frank Einstein 
and the 
Antimatter 
Motor 

 

Jon Scieszka   

The 
Peppermint 
Pig 

 

Nina 
Bawden 

  

 



Operation 
Gadgetman! 

 

Malorie 
Blackman 

  

The Children 
of Green 
Knowe 

 

Lucy M 
Boston 

  

How to Train 
Your Dragon 

 

Cressida 
Cowell 

  

Lizzie 
Dripping 

 

Helen 
Cresswell 

  

The Great 
Elephant 
Chase 

 

Gillian Cross   

Charlie and 
the Chocolate 
Factory 

 

Roald Dahl   

War Game 

 

Michael 
Foreman 

  

Toad Rage 

 

Morris 
Gleitzman 

  

The Last 
Castaways 

 

Harry Horse   

The Falcon’s 
Malteser 

 

Anthony 
Horowitz 

  



The House 
That Sailed 
Away 

 

Pat Hutchins   

Fairy Tales 

 

Terry Jones   

The 
Hodgeheg 

 

Dick King-
Smith 

  

The Worst 
Witch 

 

Jill Murphy   

The Way to 
Sattin Shore 

 

Philippa 
Pearce 

  

The Firework 
Maker’s 
Daughter 

 

Phillip 
Pullman 

  

The Suitcase 
Kit 

 

Jacqueline 
Wilson 

  

George’s 
Marvellous 
Medicine 

 

Roald Dahl   

Billionaire Boy 

 

David 
Walliams 

  

Cliffhanger 

 

Jacqueline 
Wilson 

  



The Legend of 
Captain 
Crow’s Teeth 

 

Eoin Colfer   

Give Peas A 
Chance And 
Other Funny 
Stories 

 

Morris 
Gleitzman 

  

The Amazing 
Story of 
Adolphus Tips 

 

Michael 
Morpurgo 

  

The Yearling 

 

Marjorie 
Rawlings 

  

The Tale Of 
Despereaux 

 

Kate 
DiCamillo 

  

The Invention 
of Hugo 
Cabret 

 

Brian 
Selznick 

  

Shackleton’s 
Journey 

 

William Grill   

Ottoline and 
the Yellow Cat 

 

Chris Riddell   

The Last Wild 

 

Piers Torday   

Fantastically 
Great Women 
Who Changed 
the World 

 

Kate 
Pankhurst 

  



The Brilliant 
World of Tom 
Gates 

 

Liz Pichon   

The Tinderbox 

 

Hans 
Christian 
Anderson 

  

A Dog Called 
Grk 

 

Josh Lacey   

The Hundred 
and One 
Dalmatians 

 

Dodie Smith   

The Wolf 
Rider 

 

Katherine 
Rundell 

  

Fly Eagle, Fly! 
An African 
Tale 

 

Christopher 
Gregorowski 

  

The Ranger’s 
Apprentice: 
The Ruins of 
Gorlan 

 

John 
Flanagan 

  

Max and the 
Millions 

 

Ross 
Montgomery 

  

The London 
Eye Mystery 

 

Siobhan 
Dowd 

  



Who Let the 
Gods Out 

 

Maz Evans   

The Goldfish 
Boy 

 

Lisa 
Thompson 

  

Brightstorm 

 

Vashti Hardy   

The Truth 
Pixie 

  

Matt Haig   

Aubrey and 
the Terrible 
Yoot 

 

Horatio 
Clare 

  

Lost and 
Found Cat  

 

Doug Kuntz   

Leaf 

 

Sandra 
Dieckmann 

  

The Invisible 

 

Tom Percival   

If The World 
Were A 
Village 

 

David J 
Smith 

  

Last The Story 
of a White 
Rhino 

 

Nicola 
Davies 

  



The 
Strangeworlds 
Travel Agency 

 

L.D. Lapinski   

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 


